Chad: In Turkey, I was used to that, too. If you come to someone’s
house and everyone’s sitting around, everyone stands up and shakes
your hand and you greet each other. Coming over here it’s just dif-
ferent. There’s still the feeling of respect but I guess they don’t show
it more outwardly. I remember one time playing video games with
my friends. We were all lying on the ground and one of their parents
came in and I just kind of instinctively jumped up on my feet and
said hi or whatever, and I looked around and everyone else was still
immersed and I was like, “Wow, I’'m not in Turkey anymore!”

What can churches do to be supportive of missionary
families when they’re coming back?

Cherissa: I think one of the big things is listen to your story.
Everyone needs a place to talk somewhere, and if you’re coming
back and you feel like nobody understands and nobody cares, that’s
really important. When somebody’s coming back, the very first
friends that you’re making, that’s all you’ve got. There were times
when I would go to youth group and I had a few casual friends, and
I would wish I could tell them: “You guys are like my closest friends
and I hardly know you!” I think people just don’t get that— what it
means to start over completely. But just showing you care and you
want to listen is a really big thing.

Bethany: It’s hard for young people to be a friend. But it means a lot
if you feel welcome and wanted there when you come back.
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Chad: Be open-minded toward us. When people take a genuine
interest in you—that always means a lot.

What would you tell parents or families with children
who are going into missions?

Cherissa: I would say the majority of missionary kids love it.
There’s a few that [think] “How could you do that to me and deprive
me?” But especially if you’re younger, the kids thrive on it and they
don’t regret that experience. And I would say that’s generally prob-
ably the experience of missionaries, too. But realize that it’s a chal-
lenge. And also, one of the things that I’ve heard said is, “You think
it’s hard to go, but it’s going to be a lot harder to come back.”

Because you’re supposed to belong and you used to belong and now,
you don’t feel like you do. When [you are] overseas, you realize that
in a sense you become a part of that culture but you are different,
whereas here, you’re different because of your past, but you’re sup-
posed to be the same. And that’s a really big thing.

Bethany: Don’t be afraid to let your kids be immersed in the culture.
Just totally involve them. As much as you can, give them a ministry,
also. That will help them and your church—kids attract kids. B

For a student’s perspective on what our MK'’s had to say at an RBC
Coffee Shop Forum, visit www.rosedale.edu and check out Philip
Troyer's article, “Stories That Challenge.”




